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rates old ideas : but how great a distance from the Upanisad to the Bhaga-
vadgita ! The intuition of a solitary seer has become the basis of a religious
reform whose effects are incommensurable. Naturally I won't maintain that
Hinduism is a creation, of the poet of the Mahabhfirala; the creator of the
system may be another man, but the prophet and the evangelist of it is cer-
tainly he who wrote the Bhagavadgltd and therefore the MahSbharata.

The Mahabharata is therefore at the same time the announcement of a
new faith and the speculum of kings and warriors, the -deposit of heroic,
religious, juridic, moral traditions of the Indian nation. And it is perhaps
something else. It is the greatest exponent of a reaction to the use of Prakrit
in the literature out of strictly Brahmanical circles, and of the successful at-
tempt to give to profane India an overregional and national language. The
Mahabharata is for all this the greatest cultural battle for the resurrection
of India, threatened with denationalisation by foreign dominations and by the
universalistic religion of the Buddha, and righteously it has been and is still
to-day the book of books for every Indian :

yo vidyiac caturo vedian sangopanisadian dvijalj |

na rakhyianam idaqi vidyln naiva sa syad vicaksa$ab |j
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